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arrest of his uncle, his eldest brother, and the
Commander-in-Chief, Nadir Shah, They were taken
to Kabul and imprisoned. The uncle who would
be king died while in confinement, and a colonel,
said to be implicated in intrigue, was taken out and
shot. A trial ensued, after which it was deemed
expedient to release both Nadir Shah and Inayatullah
Khan, but it meant that Afghanistan's future king
was without a command, and without a hearing
at court. Amanullah could afford to reshuffle his
court as he pleased, because he had been present in
Kabul when his father was done to death, and the
State treasury was intact and in his hands. That in
a country where money is not raised with the readi-
ness discernible in states more economically advanced,
meant power and security. He immediately increased
the pay of his army, and although justifiably creating
a din due to his father's assassination, yet he was
not accepted as King, till he proclaimed the demand
of unqualified Afghan independence, for which the
people had fretted for more than a generation; thence-
forward he became a national hero.
Having commenced as Ajax, he had to maintain
the r61e, and he addressed a letter to the British
Government which was tantamount to a demand
for an acknowledgment of independence, and for
non-interference in Afghan foreign affairs. There
was delay in Simla, and no immediate answer to
the letter was forthcoming. Afghanistan watched to
see what this ruler of a few weeks would do. In
order further to maintain the role which he had
appropriated, he mobilized his troops. There then